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Editorial
KAPS is proud to announce its thrust activities in areas concerning the 

profession. For a first, we have been not only advocating, but spearheading 
as well, the National Council Bill on Social Work Education thanks to Dr.Ipe 
Varghese, the General Secretary of KAPS in his position as Convenor for the 
South India zone for National Campaign, networking with likeminded organ-
isations and persons including Prof.Ghandi Doss, Dr.VimalaNadkarni, Prof. 
Sanjai Bhatt, Prof. Murli Desai, Dr. Shewli Kumar, Dr. Helen Joseph and B. 
Deviprasad. KAPS has participated in number of National-level Zonal Meets 
since first initiated by NiTIAayog, as well as convened around 30 state and 
southern regional meeings and are indeed at the threshold of finalising and 
pushing the same through the Parliament. This author (Sonny jose)and Dr.Jo-
seph are having responsibility as state coordinator for the campaign in Kerala. 
The second area is the promotion of research and publication; KAPS had or-
ganised several workshops including an international workshop on research 
publication chaired by Prof.RudyRoose (Belgium), the Chief Editor of the Eu-
ropean Journal of Social Work.

The present issue, the second issue of the KAPS official journal presents 
five articles on diverse themes to promote eclecticism and alternate think-
ing, blending the perspectives of both academicians and practitioners.  Keep-
ing this in view, we have handpicked articles that may feature personal and 
political experiences and perspectives, not necessarily the views held by the 
Journal. Two of the articles travel history and dwell on real but seemingly con-
troversial themes. The other two are conventional discussions on Gerontology 
and  Suicidology. The last theme is a qualitative paper attempting to integrate 
motivational theories into self-care in Health-care.

The paper titled PSYCHOSOCIAL PROBLEMS OF ELDERLY WOMEN 
UNDER INSTITUTIONAL CARE by Shilpa Mani explores the psychosocial 
problems encountered by elderly women under institutional care. The study 
adopted a descriptive research design. The subjects purposively chosen from 
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different old age homes in Idukki district, were administered a questionnaire, 
which also included the WHO-QOL BREF scale. The study indicated that the 
elderly encountered various psychological issues such as depression, anxiety, 
stress, loneliness, dementia, etc.; besides they also experienced various social 
problems such as social isolation and elder abuse as well as economic prob-
lems in their late life. This study also suggests that care and the quality of life 
of elderly under institutional care was better compared to their homes.

The article ‘REVISITING YOUTH AND SUICIDE: A QUALITATIVE 
STUDY’ by  Riya K. Aniyan, Dency Mary Reji, Francina P. X. & Sonny 
Jose  is a qualitative study regarding the vulnerability of youth to high-risk 
behaviour. It explores the high rate of suicidality among the youth and inter-
views attemptees to understand the causal factors of suicide attempts, dynam-
ics of self-harm behaviours and coping strategies.

The article titled ‘NOMADIC SUBJECT, CRIMINALISATION AND CAT-
EGORY CONSTRUCTION IN INDIA: ANALYSING THE TRANSITION 
FROM ‘CRIMINAL TRIBE’ TO ‘DE-NOTIFIED TRIBE’ by VikasKeshavJad-
hav is a historical-cum-contemporary situational analysis of legislative and 
policy discourse regarding the transition of the category labelled ‘Criminal 
Tribe’ during the Colonial-era, to ‘De-notified Tribe’ (DNT). It examines 
whether this transition has led to the recognition of the DNTs in response to 
their historical stigmatisation and marginalisation. He leaves it for the reader 
to decide whether the changes brought about are substantive.

The article titled ‘STATEHOOD FOR VIDARBHA BEYOND ELECTOR-
AL POLITICS: LESSONS FROM SURVIVAL TO FUTURE-PREPARED-
NESS’ by PradnyasuryaShende, explores the story of the evolution of the de-
mand for statehood for Vidarbha. The descriptive study starts with elections 
in post-Maharashtra state formation scenario at the behest of the Congres,s 
until the 1970s. The later years witness the involvement of various CSOs and 
eventually the BJP taking over given the sense of disillusionment that crept 
in. The paper makes a faint reference to the possibility of using Social Action 
foisted  on the dissent to reinforce the demand for the statehood Vidarba as a 
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political response.

The article titled ‘SOCIAL MEDIA USAGE AND FEAR OF MISSING OUT 
(FOMO) AMONG COLLEGE STUDENTS: A QUANTITATIVE STUDY IN KER-
ALA by Anithamol Babu and Blessymol give attention to the effects of Social media 
usage among college students which leads to ‘fear of missing out’

THE SATISFACTION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL NEEDS AMONG 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS DURING EPIDEMICS: FROM THE 
PERSPECTIVES OF THE ERG THEORY AND THE ACHIEVEMENT MO-
TIVATIONAL THEORY, a study by Anithamol Babu and Sonny Jose Chen-
nattusseri Ph.D., is a qualitative study exploring the extent of achievement of 
psychological needs during the COVID-19, among health-care professionals. 
The discussion imports the ERG Theory and the Achievement Motivational 
Theory. It confirms that the need for power, achievement, and affiliation was 
very well satisfied during epidemics, leaving the health-care professionals to 
contribute better in caregiving. In contrast, existence needs and relatedness 
needs among healthcare professionals are only partially fulfilled.

 Sonny Jose Ph.D.
 Editor


